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• Interviewed 299 individuals at the 
Kenya-Tanzania border – hotspots 
for bushmeat.

• Impacts of COVID-19 and disease 
risks associated with wild meat 
activities.

• Free Prior Informed Consent 
approach in the villages visited. 

• Zoonotic disease are linked to human activities and their close frequent 
contact with wildlife which provides an environment for spillover of pathogens. 

• In Sub-Saharan Africa, wildmeat activities are widespread, complex and very 
little is known about the rural and urban demand of wild meat.

• Communities at the border settlements of Kenya and Tanzania can benefit 
from evidence on disease risk perceptions.
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Perceptions and practices of wild meat 
consumption: Insights from Kenya-Tanzania 
border settlements amidst global health concerns 

§ There is an urgent need to understand the 
drivers of wild meat activities in sub-Saharan 
Africa which is critical for promoting 
conservation, protecting biodiversity and 
public health, and ensuring sustainable 
livelihoods. 

§ Policies should focus on supporting 
community-based conservation, promote 
sustainable practices and encourage 
alternative protein sources through education 
and incentives for high-risk 
species.  Enhancing research efforts could 
collectively mitigate risks of pathogens 
spillover, while protecting the livelihoods of 
people, animals and ecosystems. 

Wild meat activities could lead to spillover of 
pathogens which negatively affect communities

• 79% of respondents believed that it 
is risky to eat some animals.

• Majority believed hyaenas to be the 
riskiest animal to consume, followed 
by primates and snakes.

• Men agreed more than women that 
wild meat ought not be sold for 
animal conservation and disease 
transmission.

• Women were less significantly 
concerned about COVID-19 from 
animals then men.
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• Assess differences between rural vs. urban demand for wild meat in 
Kenya 

• Identify gender norms in wild meat activities and assessing 
interventions methods for behavior change in ‘risky’ situations

• Implementation of appropriate disease prevention and control 
strategies through educational and outreach tools
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